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Amendments in the claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for handling an alarm notification in a 
management system, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) in a first management node of the management system, appending an 
identification of the first management node to a path portion of an alarm identifier field of 
the alarm notification , the path portion comprising identifications of each other 
management node that handled the alarm notification before the alarm notification reached 
the first management node: 

b) transmitting the alarm notification from the first management node to a third 
management node of the management system; 

10 wherein the alarm notification comprises a system identification field for identifying 

a node that lastly handled the alarm notification, the alarm identifier field for identifying the 
alarm notification, and an alarm attribute field carrying an alarm payload , whore i n th e 
alarm i dontifior fiold comprises an alarm idont i fi e r portion and th o path portion having at 
le ast on e f i rst m e mber r e lated to th e i d e ntification of tho first managomont node . 



15 



2. (Currently Amended) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed 
in claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

c) inserting an-the identification of the first management node in the system 
identification field of the alarm notification. 

3. (Original) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the identification of the first management node is a system distinguished name 
(SystemDN), and the system identification field is a SystemDN field. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein the alarm notification is created by the first management node and the 
path portion of the alarm identifier comprises only on e f i ret m e mb e r compr i sing t he 
identification of the first management node. 



5. (Original) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein the identification of the first management node is a system distinguished name 
(System DN) of the first management node that identifies the first management node. 



6. (Currently Amended) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed 
in claim 2, the method further comprising before the step a), the step of: 

d) receiving the alarm notification by the first management node from a second 
management node, the path portion of the alarm identifier of the received alarm notification 
comprising a second m embe r -related to th e identification of the second management 
node; 

wherein in step a), the first management node appends the first m e mber 
comprising i ts own management node identification to the path portion of the alarm 
identifier field of the alarm notification. 



7. (Cancelled) 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method for handling the alarm notification as 
claimed in claim 1, the method further comprising the steps of: 

e) receiving by the third management node the alarm notification from the first 
management node; 

5 f) sending an alarm operation message from the third management node to the 

first management node to instruct an operation regarding the alarm notification, the alarm 
operation message comprising an alarm identifier field for identifying the alarm notification 
on which the operation is to be performed which is identical to the alarm identifier field of 
the alarm notification; 

10 g) upon receipt of the alarm operation message by the first management node, 

extracting a path portion of the alarm identifier field received in the alarm operation 
message; and 

h) if the extracted path portion comprises not only ono first mombor comprising t he 
identification of the first management node, but also a second m e mb e r r e lat e d to the 
15 identification of the second management node: 

h.1) removing the identification of the first management node f irst memb e r 
from the path portion of the alarm operation message's alarm identifier field; 

h.2) sending from the first management node to the second management 
node the alarm operation message without the identification of the first management node 
20 first mombor in the path portion. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed 
in claim 8, further comprising the step of: 

i) if the extracted path portion comprises only the identification of the first 
management node first m e mb e r - comprising tho i dentification of tho f i rct managomont 
node, processing the alarm operation message locally in the first management system. 

10. (Original) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein the alarm operation message is an alarm acknowledgement message. 

11. (Original) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein the alarm operation message is an alarm acknowledgement message. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method for handling the alarm notification as claimed 
in claim 10, wherein the step h.2) comprises sending from the first management node to 
the second management node the alarm acknowledgement message comprising: 

the alarm identifier field comprising first, a path portion having the second mombor 
ro l atod to tho i dentification of the second management node and, second, an alarm 
identifier portion for identifying the alarm referred to by the alarm acknowledgement 
message; and 

an alarm attribute field carrying an alarm attribute identical to the alarm attribute 
field of the alarm notification. 



13. (Currently Amended) A management system comprising: 
a third management node; 

a first management node appending its identification to a path portion of an alarm 
identifier field of an alarm notification, the path portion comprising identifications of each 
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other management node that handled the alarm notification before the alarm notification 
reached the first management node, and sending the alarm notification to the a third 
management node; 

wherein the alarm notification comprises a system identification field for identifying 
a node that lastly handled the alarm notification, the alarm identifier field for identifying the 
alarm notification, and an alarm attribute field carrying an alarm payload .tho a l arm 
i d e nt i f ie r fi e ld - comprising - an alarm ' ident i fi e r portion and tho path portion having at l oad 
ono f i rst mombor ro l atod to tho identification of the f i rst managem e nt nod e. 

14. (Original) The management system as claimed in claim 13, wherein the first 
management node inserts its own identification in the system identification field of the 
alarm notification. 

15. (Original) The management system as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
identification of the first management node is a system distinguished name (System DN), 
and the system identification field is a SystemDN field. 



16, (Currently Amended) The management system as claimed in claim 14, wherein 
the alarm notification is created by the first management node and the path portion of the 
alarm identifier comprises only ono first memb e r comprising t he identification of the first 
management node. 



17. (Original) The management system as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
identification of the first management node is a system distinguished name (SystemDN) of 
the first management node that identifies the first management node. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The management system as claimed in claim 14, further 
comprising: 

a second management node transmitting the alarm notification to the first 
management node, 

wherein the path portion of the alarm identifier of the alarm notification received by 
the first management node comprises a second mombor relatod to the identification of the 
second management node, and wherein the first management node appends w hen 
appending i ts own i dentification to the path portion of the alarm identifier field of the alarm 
notification, the first manag e m e nt nod e app e nds the first mombor comprioing i ts own 
ident i f i cation . 

19. (Cancelled) 
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20. (Currently Amended) The management system as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein: 

the third management node receives the alarm notification from the first 
management node; 

5 the third management node sends an alarm operation message to the first 

management node to instruct an operation regarding the alarm notification, the alarm 
operation message comprising an alarm identifier field for identifying the alarm notification 
on which the operation is to be performed which is identical to the alarm identifier field of 
the alarm notification; 

10 upon receipt of the alarm operation message, the first management node extracts 

a path portion of the alarm identifier field received in the alarm operation message; and 
if the extracted path portion comprises not only on e first m e mber compr i sing t he 
identification of the first management node, but also a second mombor ro l atod to the 
identification of the second management node: 

is the first management node removes the identification of the first 

management node t h e first m e mb e r f rom the path portion of the alarm operation 
message's alarm identifier field; 

the first management node sends to the second management node the 
alarm operation message without the identification of the first management node f irst 
20 m e mb e r in the path portion. 
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21. (Currently Amended) The management system as claimed in claim 20, 
wherein: 

| if the extracted path portion comprises only the first mombor comprising the 

identification of the first management node, the first management node locally processes 
5 the alarm operation message. 

22. (Original) The management system as claimed in claim 20, wherein the alarm 
operation message is an alarm acknowledgement message. 

23. (Original) The management system as claimed in claim 21, wherein the alarm 
operation message is an alarm acknowledgement message. 

24. (Original) The management system as claimed in claim 22, wherein the first 
management node sends to the second management node the alarm acknowledgement 
message comprising: 

the alarm identifier field comprising first, a path portion having the second member 
5 related to the identification of the second management node and, second, an alarm 
identifier portion for identifying the alarm referred to by the alarm acknowledgement 
message; and 

an alarm attribute field carrying an alarm attribute identical to the alarm attribute 
field of the alarm notification. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A first management node acting to handle an alarm 
notification message, the alarm notification message comprising a system distinguished 
name field, an alarm identifier field and an alarm attribute field, wherein when handling the 
alarm notification message, the first management node appends its identification to a path 
portion of the alarm identifier field , the oath portion comprising identifications of each other 
management node that handled the alarm notification before the alarm notification reached 
the first management node . 

26. (Original) The first management node of claim 25, wherein the alarm notification 
message is received by the first management node from a second management node and 
is forwarded by the first management node to third management node, wherein the first 
management node appends its own identification to the path portion of the alarm identifier 
field that already comprises an identification of the second management node. 

27. (Original) The first management node of claim 26, wherein the alarm identifier field 
of the alarm notification message further comprises a system distinguished name field 
where the first management node inserts its identification before forwarding the alarm 
notification to the third node. 



28. (Original) The first management node of claim 26 receiving from the third node an 
alarm operation message identified by, and comprising, the alarm identifier field, and upon 
receipt of the alarm operation message, the first management node removing its own 
identification from the path portion of the alarm identifier field, and if another node's 
5 identification is detected in the path portion, forwarding the alarm operation message 
without its own identification to a node corresponding to the another node identification. 
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29. (Original) The first management node of claim 26 receiving from the third node an 
alarm operation message identified by, and comprising, the alarm identifier field, and upon 
receipt of the alarm operation message, the first management node detecting its own 
identification from the path portion of the alarm identifier field, and if no another node's 
identification is detected in the path portion, processing the alarm operation message 
locally in the first management node. 

30. (Original) The first management node claimed in claim 28, wherein the alarm 
operation message is an alarm acknowledgement message. 

31. (Original) The first management node claimed in claim 29 wherein the alarm 
operation message is an alarm acknowledgement message. 
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32. (Currently Amended) An alarm notification data signal embodied in a 
transmission medium, and being t ransmitted from a first management node to a second 
management n ode of a management system, the alarm notification data signal 
comprising: 

a oystom identif i cation fio l d for i dentify i ng tho first nodo; 

an alarm identifier field for identifying the alarm notification, wherein the alarm 
identifier field comprises a path portion comprising identifications of each management 
node that handled the alarm notification before the alarm notification reached the second 
management node c ompris i ng an identificat i on of a path followed by tho alarm 
notif i cation , and an alarm identification portion comprising an alarm identification 
assigned by a creator node of the alarm notification; and 

an alarm attribute field carrying an alarm pay load. 
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33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Currently Amended) The alarm notification data signal claimed in claim 33, 
wherein the alarm is received by the first node from a third node, and the path portion^ 
idontif i oation further comprises a second mombor idontifv i n q identification of the third 
node. 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Original) The alarm notification data signal claimed in claim 35, wherein the alarm 
identifier field comprises a string of alphanumeric characters identifying the path portion 
and the alarm identification portion. 
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